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There Is One Safe Road.

Sepator Hexey Casor Lovge of
Massachusetts preformed a service
of exceptional publie importance In
his address yesterday on the right of
merchantmen to carry arms for their
own defeuce on the high seas. He
recounted the practice of the United
States from the beginning, and ufter
his exposition of the precedents and
decislons the conclusion that any |
change in the doctrine by us at this!
time would be unneutral is inevitable, |
There is no ground for dispute con- |
cerning the subject ; the character nfi
private vessels armed for defence Is
obseured by no contradictions in the
record, and any alteration in our at- |
titude enforced in time of war must
constitute n  bhreach of our d"t’i
toward one or another helligerent.

The historic attitude of Amerien
with respect of this unquestioned '
Ight was upheld by Secretary l.as-‘
=156 in the note sent yesterduy to our
vepresentatives abroud. The
tentatively put forward last month
hns been abandoned, but
wus enst aside it had done some
mischiet. That wischief reveuls con-
viucingly the danger that Is Inseparu-
hle from attempts to modify in time
of war the law which existed when
the war arose.

The sole result of an attempt to
rewrite international law st this time

PROJCCL] p it the

must be a dangerous depurture from !

the ouly guide that offers even hopwe
of safery,

the Administration’s understanding

The renewed evidence of

thut the conditions actually prm‘ull-|
ing in the world to-day are recog- |

nized fn Washington,

Inspection?

tutives of the renl estute owners in
New York have succeeded in ngree-
ing on a plan for the simplification
of building Inspections in this city
which, while it may not be ideal,
wonld relieve

|

Iindlords and lessees |

wlike of muny unneeessury burdens |

they are now compelied to benr. The
proposed  consolidation would relax

none of the safegunrds thaty now

surround the erection and occupaney |

of buildings. 1Tt would relleve

ers und tenants of none of the pre.!
cautions they are now obliged to ob-|
serve, but it would make the enforee- |

ment of the law less expensive und formation.

lesx onerous. i

The Legisluture of 1915 was willing |

to reconstruet for the eity the stat-
utes which had produced the chaotie
conditions now existing. It did pass
a bill, which the Mayor vetoed.
fullure to obtnin 4 hetter system then
resulted from the impossibility of rec-
oneiling the plans advoented

terestedd purties here.  There is no

nt large. A world war differs from
lesser wars not only In what it em-
bruces, but in detalls that arise from
its unprecedented scope,

Emperors, kings, diplomats and
stutesmen, us the stute papers of the
leading European rountries prove, en-
deavored, with more or less sincerity
of purpose, ta stop the great confla-
gration at its outset, but their efforts
were pitifully ineffective. Can these
same Incompetents, Incapuble of pro-

tecting civilization from the most|

uwful catacylsm of all time, exert to-
duy, or to-morrow, even were they In
accord, mifficlent power to stop the
ravages that their own weakness ren-
dered inevitablé? History will record
that eurly in the twentieth century
man created a Frankenstein in his
own Image, numed the creature War
for Ideals, and that the outcome of
this greatest of all blasphemies was
—whnat?

The Chureh on Alr Rald Reprisals.

The sentiments of the bishops of
the Church of Englund regarding re-
prisals on Germany for the needless
sluughter of non-combatants by alr
raids on unfortified towns should com-
mand wide attention. Two wrongs do
not muke a right. The attitude of
the Church Iy inspired not only by
Christianity but alse by common
sense even from the military point of
view. Better for Great Britaln, as
the Archbishop of Cuanterbury said,
thut when this fearful conflict comes
to an end the nation shull enter on a
settlement with clean hands; that it
shall have no murders on Its con-
selence,

Furthermore, the policy of reprisals
of this sort is nothing more than the
beginning of an endless chain of re-
tuliation, by which the greatest suf-
ferer Is sure to be that contestant
which enguges the more reluctantly
in the murder of the innocent.

The end of It ull Is the destroes
tion of the last vestige of humanity
und civilized method in the prosecu-

T tion of warfare,

The State Department's Brief on
Meileo.

FaLL Is right when he says
respouse of the Stute De-

Nenator

bufore it purtment to hix resolution of inquiry

about the Mexican policy of the Gov-

ernment is only intended “to scattep
{ the fire” of erities of the Administra-

tion. This so-called report is in the
form of a letter to the President, and
it was trunsmitted to the Senpate
forty-two days ufter the Fall resolu-
tion was adopted. It is a political
decument, in fuct u Presidential eam-
puign paper, charneterized by speciul
pleading, und more notable for its

omissions und evasions than for any

i
of this fact is comforting P\‘irlanm--m’n'm“"“" communicuted.

Mr. Wirsox's negotintions with the
Mexicun factions are hidden in the

refusal to produce reports of diplo- |
» | matie and consular and secret agents
sShall We Have Simplified "“‘u'l which would tell the true story. The|
{ intimation that to send these com- |
Muyor Mircrer and the ro-promn-!m"“lm""m to the Senate would he
{ Incompatible with the public Interest |
| might have been plunsible before the

i recoguition of Carranza, but there is |

o foree or reuson in it now, expe-
cinlly us the assurance is given that
the present de facto Government *Is
uffording reasonably adequate pro-
tection to the lives and property of
Ameriean citizens.”

All that the Department's report
hus to say on the subject of the de-

build- | “Ision to outlaw Vitra and uccept
C'aneanza at his own valuation after |

he hud refused to treat with the Ad-
ministration is the stalest kind of in-
The Senate and the coun-
try knew all about it before. Mr.
WirsoN may “confidently” expect that
“the present [de facto] Government
will, within a reasonable time, be

' merged in or succeeded hy a Gov-

|

The | *rument organized under the Consti-

tution and laws of Mexico,” but it is
only econjecture and there may be

by in- two opinions about it. There cun't

he more than two, and Ineredulity s

peuson 1o helivve (he Legisluture of | Supported by the long record of Mex-

this year will b less regsonnhle thun
Its  predecessor

estate owners working in hurmony

feun revolutions,  The faet thut, as

and with the rent the State Department suys, the Car-

ranza Government has made Quere-

with the city administrntion the pres. | taro und not Mexieco elty its capital
ent muddie of conflicting and overlup- | 15 eminous.  Significant s the udmis-

ping  Jurisdictions  should e

wway with soon. |

Super-Frankensteln.

Ionumeruble books huve heen wrir-
ten In the past year sand u half re-
gurding the origine of the war of
wars, Many of these solumes are in-
structive und readable, und o few of
them muy take their pluce in the fu.
ture us permanent contributions to
hstorical literature, But interesting
us the dullest of them, becuuse of fts
tople, muy be, they deal only with
the pust, and it is the future of the
great conflict that Is of real moment
the world at lurge.  In looking
forwurd to the time when the nations
now wt wur shall lny down thelr arms,
vount up their losses and Indulge in
pence parless, we are humpersd hy
the gigantic scope of the struggle,

the numbers of peoples  involved
therein and the luck of historie pree.
edents  applicable to any prophecy

concerning the ultimate cessution of
the conflict,

Thut a struggle in which, direetly
or ladirectly, the whole world Is tuk-
ing part ean persist for uny great
length of time seems luconceivable,
But it has gone on month ufter
mouth for u cear and a half, and ut
the present moment there I8 ln no
direction uny indieution that peace
vun come for an indefinite period.
Millions of men are dying, Europeun
civilization has been  destroved  for
the time being, und the rest of the
world is feverishly endeavoring to
muke necessary readjustments to con-
ditlons hitherto unknown to the race

done | Sion that the suppression of lawless-

ness “will require some time for jts
necomplishment, pending  which it
muy be expected that they [the “bun-
dit="] will commit sporadie outrages
upon lives and property.”

The Administration should huve
been above the attempt to show by

suggestion that conditions in Mexico |

were not much worse in 1913, 1914
und 1915 than they were in the last
three years of Mr. Tarr, A contemp-
tible political expedient. Of course
the truth Ix that while Mapero was
President there was a constitutional
Government in the ety of Mexicn,
und except in Morelos southern Mex-
ieo was fairly well governed, whereas
xince the fall of Heewra the eondition
hus heen one of anurchy in nearly
every State of Mexien. The Depurt-
ment's list of murdered Ameriecans in
the laust three yeurs, which, by the
way, does not include the massacre
near Chihuahua, 18 obviously incom-
plete, and its list of murders in 1810,
1011 and 1912 is here and there only
A Jumble of names and under grave
suspicion of padding.

The respouse to the Senute resolu-
tion will muke a lame document for
politienl uses, becnuse It reflects a
wenk case that shuns the light of
duy. We funcy thut the fire directed
upon it in the Senate will not be scat-
tered but effectively concentrated.

Slushopolis.

Slipping und sliding, sloshing and
splushing, New York makes its way,
through streets that ure an wnachro-
nism suggestive of the unclean Middle

Ages. Pedestrians risk life and 1imb
on pavements more treacherous to
foothold than If they had beem ma-
liclonsly greased. More grievously
disturbing still to the peace of mind
and the cultured vocabulary of this
long suffering town. trouser legs and
skirt bottoms are Ineradicably stalned
and spotted with the slush of street
cronsings whose bacteriologicul possl-
bilities it ix not pleasant to regard.

Flying devil wagons squirt dirty
streams upon Innocent bystanders
with deudly accuracy of alm. To
enter street cars the passenger must
paddie through slushy morasses.
Horses tug and strain at heavy loads
on a pavement surface that would
have made BisyrHUS, by contrast,
think himself favored of the punish-
ing gods; SisyrrUs, who “us king of
Corinth promoted navigation and
commerce,” a prime duty of rulers to
which our municipal administrutions
seem {0 be strungely obtuse,

The difficultiex of the Street Clean-
ing Commissioner are great. Equally
great are his opportunities. New
York would much rather bless than
curse him. But giving a falr share
of the blame for its unhappy lot to
the climute, New York cannot be cen-
sured for venting some of Its right-
eous wrath upon Mr. Frruesston's
department,

Drug Addiets.

The press bas been deluged recently
with more or less sensational accounts
of the trials and tribulations of drug
vietims and the lnudequate provision
for their tremtment In our publlc In.
stitutions, Rince the majority of these
addicts are supplied from the ranks of
the nether world, umong them not a
few convicted eriminals, their state-
ments must be taken with a grain of
salt,

Among those who praiseworthily
sympuathize with these unfortunates
byperboliral statements are not Infre
quent; for exumple, “No tongue can
express the awful torture they suffer,
A large percentage die from a too
rapid or sudden withdrawal of the
drug. T will cite but one case among
the hundreds.” The “torture” and
futality here implled ure not justitied
by hospital records nor by the obser-
vations of reliable physicians. This
“philunthropist™ asserts that “whena
trestment has been discovered that
"would eure without sending the vie

tim through the agonles of hell and
through the shadow of the grave, they
! will eome forth In droves grest enough
to Jam the largest publie and private

dividun! {5 not to he relied upon In

“one of the leading physicians of his
!duy and uge, who ftirst bled the
patient, then insisted upon the hot
water diet.” Those who are famillar
cwith literuture know that Gil Blus
1wnn a fictitious chumaeter, deliveated
us an adventurer in Le Sace’s great
novel of thaut name.

The city provides for the treatment
of these cases in its various hospitals,
That there is a thorough understand.
ing of the subjeet by the clty's of-
;ﬁvlnlu hus been brought out In THE
| SUN by the statements of Chief Magis-
'teate Wittiasm McAnoo and Dr, Grea-
ory, In charge of the psychopathie
ward of Bellevue Hospital, The for.
mer recommends thut there should
! he one institution, properly equipped,
and that he is o favor of the War-
wick Farm, where eight hundred and
| ten acres of lund, beyond the metro-
politan atmosphere, would ufford op-
portunity for rebuilding the broken
constitutions of these addicts and
prepuring them for their work.

Dr. Gregory also  very properly
holds the opinion that a separate {n-
stitutlon for the treatment of drug
nddicts is absolutely necessary and
would puy the community good inter-
est on 1ts investment ; he also fuvors
the Warwick Farm, where the addict
eould regnin strength, after treat-
ment, from outdoor exercise, far re-
moved from uny environment which
enused the condition,

It is fortunate that these well in-
formed city ofticials contirm the value
of the Wurwick Farm ldea, which
hus been  under consideration for
some time by n committee appointed
by the Nutional Committes on Prisons
und Prison Labor, which met at the
house of n public spirited woman who
through her generosity initiated this
movement severnl weeks ngo,

The fuet that ex-Surgeon-General
S1oKrs Is the eity offielal in charge of
the Warwlek Farm. and that he will
| he ussisted by another former United
States naval surgeon, would insure
suecess of this movement, which
promises to become the puttern for
other Stites,

That the drug addict must not only
be relleved of his habit but must he
placed under favorauble environment
and If necessary furnished with em-
ployment that would improve his
mental and moral condition, all those
who are informed upon the subject
ugree. When thése unfortunates ara
dischurged from our publie elty instl-
tutions free from the drug habit they
are but too apt to rerurn to their
former environment uand lapse inoto
the habit which It has cost the elty
so dearly to eliminate,

Dr. Grecory's view that the elty
eonld well afford u large investment
in the Warwick Farm to relleve it of
the enormous expense now almost
uselessly involved in ghe treatment of
drng uddiets in our hospitals Is un-
douhtedly correct,

Yonkers has the measles, and kiss-
ing the hables is temporarily forbidden,
An attack of the measles v not an
exorbitant price for a period of relief
from this form of infant damnatlon,

“Allles pledge war until Relgium in
freed” and “Goermans to hold lines til

matters wmedieal Is evident from the
fact that he spenks of Gil Blas us CRUELTY TO CONGRESSMEN. | as if they held u firet mortgus:

Allles seek peace” are headlines in ad
Joining columns of the dally news
which exhibit an undmiblguous Joining
of {ssues greatly in contrast with the
conflicting, toopholed statements with
which the makers and readera of
newspapers have to put up In these
days of confusion.

Every shp a gold mine is the
thought of South street these days.
Owners whd were struggling to pay
expenses with two or three freighters
before the war are now capitalists
dividing big dividends. Any ocargo
ship can pay for herself in less than
a year. It I8 therefore not surprising
that the naval colller Justin, ap-
pralsed not long ago at $75,000, has
been sold for $301,107 by the Govern-
ment. If the Government has any
more of the shipa acquired in the
emergency of the Spanish war this s
the golden time to dispose of them,
provided, of course, they could not be
used with advantuge in the Govern-
ment service.

We starid absolutely unpledged either
for or againet any candidute.—Gover-
nor BaMUEL W. McCaALL.

UGovernor McCALL was speaking for
himself and Senatorr Tonmm and
WEEKS and ex-Senator MURRAY CRANE,
who will ask the voters to send them
to Chicago as delegates at large. Well
may Captaip GArpNem and his asso-
ciates who are pledged to Colonel
RoosevELT quake at the prospect of a
battle at the primaries with the
stralght Republican "Big Four.”

If the Annapolis middy who knocked
down an instructor whom he accused
of giving him unfair marks and caus-
ing his dismissal from the cadet bat-
tulion seems to have taken an improper
advantage of the size and muscular
strength indlcated by his

weapons that were equally strange to
his opponent,

The fafllure of Constantinople to
discover that Erzerum had fallen is ne
more remarkable than the silence of
military experts at Berlin, the counts
@nd the colonels who write for the
newspapers,

M'I'he Confederate veteran who sent
r.
|from a cedar tree and wrote that he
' was not too old to fight “If the flag ia
Insulted” was not tactful. ThHhe Presi-
ident will think of Tampico and rele-
| Fate the wooden sword to the White
| House basement.

Purveyors of amusement should t.p
Loff the Health Department as to the
| value of variety. The department's
fentertainers should not he restricted
|to songs dummmg rum and extolling
lt‘uld water. The show lacks variety,
! The evils of white flour bread, of red
'lﬂOu!. of coffes, tea, milk, soda water,
these could and should be made the

| where they will do the most harm.
]

| e R universe, As for singing through the
| Suffrage’s Valentine to Mr. Platt of the "Iutun‘.!.[:\'\ll winter" or f--!r.s\:tho;.:-.l on

trie & “dull December day.” “I°. M of Le-
! Tweaty-sixth Dis t. nighted BRrookiyn hax been eollscting '
| To THE EpiTor oFf THR SUN—Sir: 1) these ridiculous facts out of eome
fsaw In THe SuN a charming poem naughty book, the lust pluce on earth

| dedicated to me by the suffragists, and

Now | greatly regret to say that

s0, but here Is the one that
celved:

WA Tre-

BOMCND PLATY.
You're deaf to all parsuasion,

To evidence you're blind,

To reason with you is & waste of time;
You're ready with evasion,
You've got a padlocked mind,
Tour viewpoint |s as narrow as a dime;
Perbaps you think that stubbornnesa ba-
speaks an iron will,
We would suggest that pig iron Asscribes
it h-"-r.n'.-.!:

How 1 wish that the good and beau-
tiful suffs could reawlly bhe persuaded
that “to reason with me Is a waste of
time.' They come to my office singly.
in pairs, in trios, tandems and droves to
reason with me. In an unguarded mo-
ment 1 once let lip the fuct that 1
have three =isters, all ardent suffragists
und all graduates of Vaasar. That was
fatul, and they will not give up hope.

df they will only absorb that pig iron
idea and live up to it

EpMUND PLATT
WasHINGTON, February 18,

HOTEL WORKERS.

One of Them Indorses the ldea of
Special Public School Tralning.

To Tur Eviror oF TUE SUN-——8ir: 1
note with great Interest in the papers
the rugkestion to Commissioner
Martin of the Roard of Education by
Copeland Townsend, a hotel owner of

the public schools be used to solve some
of the employment problems that beset
hotel managers, As |s pointed out by
Mr. Townsend, who has had much ex-
perience in this particular fleld, there s
invested in the city of New York $500,-
000000 in hotels, and for almost every
hotel patron thera s a Lotel employee
of ®ome capavity

For some reason or other the ‘thont
of domestic sclence in the publie schools
does not incorporate the preliminaries
of the hote] vocation, and why? It of-
fers a very lucrative fleld, Many of the
positions offer from $80 10 2160 4 month
and board, and In many cases Incldentals
such as laundry work, theatre tlckets
and other little privileges, The food
in the larger hotels Is of the best and
the environment is most unususl.

Just now there are many young men
employed in various capacities in hotels
who have been culled to Kurope by the
war, There 18 u demund for hotel help.
1t s dignifed and should be placed In
the curriculumn of the public schools, in
my humble opinion. HoTerL WoRKER.

NEW York, February 18,

Why the Feminine Eye?
From the Kansaa City Timgas.
Spring has Indesd arrived In our hasery
department. Never was thare more elab-
orate preparations-or colorings—to at-
tract the feminine eye.

Mutual.
Kaolcker-——Nature ahhors & vacuum,
Bocker-~Well, & vecuum generslly

hors nature.

abe

The Middle Weet.
A sandwich on & lunchreem she!
Debated how to save {teslf.

Tha outer slice aried. "Plain snsugh,
We ought Lo be extreinely tough.'

“Agreed.” remarked the slice bensath,
“We really ought to break the testh.”

Deciared the toothsome mest between:
“such foollshness wWas never peen.

‘“Huggestions leave me quits unmeoved,
The need of them you have not proved.

“For it s surely clear (0 see
Yolks may hite you, but can't reach me."”

The sandwich squabbled, nothing done,
And vanished down the Hungry One.

MoLanpsvran Witson

John |

this town, that a vocational training in,|

!
\
L]

in
WiLson a wooden sword made |

{

institution ever bullt.” Thnt this In. : themes of departmental ditties RUNE | wordy cont
| na the wren

alleged to be a valentine sent to me. matter of fact, the species

THE LUSITANIA'S STATUS.

Not an Armed Ship, and the Unied
Statés No Assored Germany.

To THE EpIToR oF THE Sun—=S8ir: At
A “ecurrent  event” lecture given in
Salem, N. J., on Tuesday by one Dr.
George Earle Ralguel, the lecturer, who,
I think, was & gentleman of unusual in-
telligence and abllity, in refarring to the
recent promulgation by Germany in ref-
erence to armed merchant vessels, made
u statement to the effect that If such «
notice had heen in forve before the mink-
ing of the Lusitania that wsct would
have heen justified because she was un
armed vessel.

After the conclusion of the lecture,
when queations were asked for, I, with-
out agreeing to the premises of the
lecturer, challenged his statement to the
effect that the Lusitania was an armed
versel. The lacturer snld he understood
that the Lusitania had a gun which
while not mounted was In a position
to be mounted within a few minutes, and
therefore she was practically an armed
vessel. | then challenged the statement
as & matter of fact, whereupon the lec-
turpr sald he was glad that the point

been ralsed, and that at his next
lecturs he would bhe prepared to answer
it fully and from official sources,

My recollection is that the CGermans

with their usual promptness produced
aMdavits from one or two persons to
the effect that they, the afants, had
been abourd the steamer just before her
salling, and that they saw under covers
(tarpauling) certain guns. 1 recall that
these affidavits were proved to be fulse,
and that one of the persons who made
them promptly disappeared and was
later apprehended, convicted and wsent
to prison.
I am, however, entirely satisfled that
it s the accepted judgment that the
Lusitania was not an armed vessel:
that the assertion that she was an
armed veasel was entirely disproved.

Further, in all of the recent publica-
tions in reference to this matter ! have
not heard one word from the Germans
attempting to Justify their action be-

place on cause the Lusitanis was an armed ves-|
the academy football and wrestling |sel.
teams, it is to be remembered that in had not abandoned their position we
the first round the instructor uwed 8hould have heard from them.

I am quite certain that if they

I should be much pleased |If
would give me some authoritative
formation on this subject
Lo
18

AcToN,
fareM, N. J, February

The Lusitania was o armed

an

ehip. The German Government's cons

t*ntion had no other foundation than
false afMdavits, 1t was
efter the ['nited States Government
the note on the Lusitania case
officially assured Germany that the
British liner carried no gune, the ship
Laving been thoroughly inspected at
the port of New York before salling.
In the note two paragraph= were de-
voted to the matter, and they can al+
ways be quoted ta confound misrep-
resentation, whether it bLe uninten.
tonal or deliberate.

BIRDS IN BOOKS.

The Troglodytlde Poor Creatares to
the Wren in the Yard.

To THE Bprror or THE SUN—SB
nithology i but & =ide line with ne, hut
I think 1 may make bold to take that
roversy off your hands so fur
8 concerne | We have a
family of them In our »and every vear,
hiossing all other faliow sojourie LS

e

«

to lears anythivg about As &
i« as if erx-
1 tinct during the winter months, reap-

never received that particular valentine. pearing about the time the maple sugar
If Tne SUxN says It was sent it must be artists are plying their trade

In the samne manner it “may bhe noted”
that our poor maligned friend “builds
4 great domed nest, &, when, us a
matter of fact, the wrens we lave here
are perfectly satisfled to domicile them-
selves In a couple of very respectable
cast {ron bird houses which adorn our
yard, I am convinced that none of the
rooms would hold “from sixteen to
elghteen exgrn,” and T know that no self.
respecting wren would lay her eggs all
over the house in separate apartnents,
It's agin nature

1ts song Iy very easily distinguishal,
as it trills and thrills to the very utmost
of its by no mea mean diminutive
powers, and nobady else has a word to
say within fourteen bird town blocks,
If this i&n't reputation I'd llke to know
what Is. Troglodytide'! Bah!

Roy GREENWOOD,

Passaie, N. J., Felruarm 1%

A BUNCH OF KEYS.

|n¢ sn Indefensible Pun From the

Princeton Grove.
To THE Epitor or THE SuN—Sir
Whila It was very kind of you to

“harten to take the Rosetta Stone out
of the White House,” us vou promised
to do the other day In answer to "Fault-
finder's” valentine, was it wise?

least, was It wise (n your apparent
compliance  for the reason he gives”
Pardon me for saving that I do not

think your lapis was a lnpsys

The Rosetta Stone, ugly and broken
ag it is to=day tand certainly it never
could have been beautifuly, 12 not (tsef
a keyv-—it is a door. The kev to the
stone is the cartourhe of the great
Ptolemy, which appears in the three lun-
guages, or sets of churacters, on it

llkewize the key to the new Rosetta
Htone, which T for one am very content
ehall be tuken out of the White House
on the fourth of March, 1817, is the
cartouche egn, Hy which all of the other
mysteries of new freedom, new thought,
new law, new diplomacy and new every-
thing are to be judged. As you know,
the cartouche was always made very,
very semphatic 1

PrRINCETON, N, J, 'ebruary 18
A Woman's Volee Ralsed for Com.

pulsory Serviece,

To ™e Epi™or oF THE SUN--8ir: Weres
any of our present members of Congress
in France when the vountry mobilized
for war In August, 19147 The mobi!izga-
tlon, if they saw it, must influence them
to decide i1 favor of somwe sort of cong-
pulsory servioe for America

At a French summer resort | realized
the value of compulsory serviee,  Alus-
tar, butler, chef, cluuffeurs, gurdeqiers,
rich and poor. good and bad, responded
to the eall

of their country, It was
profoundly tmpressive and most digni-
fled. 1. a8 o woman, advocate laws

requiring all uble bodied citizens to go

to the front when Uncie Sam needs
soldiers,
One looks to Congress to aveid for

our own great country the disgra eful,
undignified, emotional appeal to which
England has heen forced in order to
persuade her men to enlist, In times
of peace, and noat when our ecountry is
forced to arms, compulsory servica, mod.
erated to American needs, should he
seriounly considered at Washington,
FrizsankTH B F. Timsire.
Hoorick, February 18,

Perpetual Spring In Philadeiphis.
To THE Foirow or THe SuN-=Nir' The
twn house fles thut called twa wesks agn

and chose the upartment of "M, W
for thelr permanent home tnay ba the
harbinger of summer in New York, but

wo have two files 1n our apartment dining
room that have remainad with us elnes
last summar, knowing with an apleurenn
nicety orange marmalade and maple
By rup.

Does not that mean eternal spring for
Philsdelphia and, us always, no change,
ot even in seasons? C. H B

PHitaApRLYHIA, Pebruary 18

abandoned |

Or at|

PRAYING FOR BOTH SIDES.

A True Story Pertalalag to a Muech
Discussed Question.

To ™& Borror o THe Sux—=8ir; In
the year 1876 | was second officer of a
big three masted schooner bound from
Jamalca to New York with a cargo of
logwood. In the Florida Straits be-
tween Key West and #alt Key Bank
we ran Into a heavy gale from the
southeast, the vessel was hove to during
the afternoon and all the following
night ; the next morning we found our-
selves dangerously near Alligutor Itesf
Light, with the gale moderating. We
had lost part of our sails during the
night, but we had enough left to keep
the vessel under steerage way. As we
drifted down towmrd the reef to the
west of Alligator Reef Lighthouse the
ecaptain went up In the forerigging and
instructed me to take the wheel and obey
his ordern. He saw a spot in the reef
where the seas did not seam to hreak
and called: *“Port your helm!" Then:
“Steady ;: keep the course you're head.
ing!" On the reef we went and over
it without shipping a drop of water or
striking bottom, and although the sea
wua running mountain high we ®soon

}!'ound ourselves in smooth Wwater, tl!n
hand lead showing four fathoms. We
were safe, and we all took a long

breath, e we had thought we were
doumned to certuin death. We ran along
in toward Metacombe Island and an-
chored, There were soldiers on Meta-
combe Islund that year on account of
yellow fever in Key West, and the officer
In charge gave us provisions, as we were
short and had become weil acqualnted
with pea soup. During the “blow” sev-
eral vessels were driven on the reef
from Key West to Cape Floride. There
was a bdbrig from Honduras with ma-
hogany on the resf near us, bottom up,
all hands lost.
| While we were repairing sails and
getting the vesse! ready to continue our
veyage to New York the captaln was
Invited by a wrecker to take dinrer
| with Wim. It was of a Sunday and the
| eaptain invited me. They had for din-
ner @ snipa pot pie, a rare treat for ue.
The wrecker was origirally from Malne
| and his old mother had come down to
live with her son. HRefors we sat down
| &t the table thix old mother in her lace
| cap and spectacles first sald grace.
The conversation natura 1y was about
the male, the disasters atdd the loss of
Hfe and property. The old lady
| quiet for a while, then she sald mos*
fervently and plously “Wall, I have
been praying the guod lLord for some
time to send a hurricare, and [ know
| this storm s i1 answer to my prajyers.”

alout It her son's busiiess was wreck-
ng and she wanted himm to prosper
While the old lady was prayving to the
Lord for disaster 1 had a dear old
grandfuthier on Long Island who was
praying for my suafety morning,
«nd night, and I shall always cherieh
the idea that the prayers of that dear,

aintly old lady were neutralized wo far
as 1 was concerned by the prayers of my

good old grandfather
However, both the all lady and my
ither received angwers to their

LivVe Drayers

Te to gn out over the
res’ Into the Gyl Stream to continue
witr voLuge we asked our wrecker friend
to pliot u= out. He sald to the captain

oo ot where von came in; IUe the oanly |

hale (1 the resf for miles either wayv.”
This may have some hearing on both
proyers belng answered It was the
only way !t could he done,
Aninagron 1L Carmax,
rarcuoare, L. i, FPebruary 18

ENDANGERED DOGS.
How Shall They Be Protected From
the Polson of Man?

To THE Evitor or Tus SrN—8ir. While!

nien false rables, a form
hypochondria, Jozs Lave the real thing

But there g oy one way in which they
fcan get it and that is by biting a man
Close on the heels of your correspond-
ent's theory of false rables came your
charming essay on mugs,

If you ecan imagine a self-raspacting
dog biting any one of the mugs de-
scribed, then you can imagine that dog
in the throes of hydrophiobia,

Goldsmith explained this matter gen-
erations ago in an admirable ballad
{ A8 nu one reads Goldsmith in these
strenuous times, 1t = perhaps safe to
recall the theme of the ballad to the
effect that in Ielington a most uprigl
citizen resided Likewise that “'in
town « dog was found.” Further.
“This dog atd tnan at fArst were friends

But whea o pique began,

The dog, 1o gain some private ends,

Went mad and blt the man*

“Mud” s here used in the senge of
ANRTY The wondering neighhors swore
the dog had lost his wits, to bite mo
good a man. They likewise swore that
the man would die,

“Hut soon a4 wonder came to light,

That rhowed the rogues they lied
The man recovered from the hite,

The dog It was that died.”

New York, February 18, C
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WICKED PATRIOTISM.

on  three continents, fo e forkil's
Connecticut HRehukes !n«rh-ptu| hatred and contempt “:,r.‘..:, ._,:,,r,;',,.
for Its Valgar Loyalty. economic  bankruptey  staring  them in
| . 4 ) jthe face,  As to the Allies, with poor,
I To tHE Eptton oF THE SrsN— Sir Tlvaliant Relaium leading, they will be
read  with amazement your editorial huppy to hear at last Unele .';a:u- trus
article “In the Shadow of Mount Tom,” | voice, and the wretched Bulgarians s
[In which you praise the people of Pyeps, themselves victims of the ambis
Northampton, Mass, for patriotism, love tion. ArPuption and stupidity of o »
of the flag ard loyalty to their native giverelens and reigning court and mili-
land tary cliques, will try at least to spell
I Didn’t you know that such ideas are pijhy Hoot's prime reader of genuine
wrong” And  that P'mfessor Willlum

Lyon Phelpe of Yale arose in Hartford
C‘onn,, the
usunl wit sald that
Vehlef mischief at the bottom of the war

patriotistn was the

in,ni that e was done with patriotism?
This certainly has an ethical, au-

|thoritative and  “deeper sound that

(drowns them all” FARMER.

} Mitrorn, Conn.,

sad Plight of American Authers.

Fabruary 17

T THE EGiroRr oF THE S8 1 agres
with TAE Sty s opinlon that a s ket o
his cortput and go and gy it pay e
that any aumthor should ask. but 1 weo
think that somethiing @ armiss when weit
ers wiao have given the hest that !s in
them and made little more than a bare
Hvelthood have eonstgatly to confront the
spectre of wa in the'r o1 age 1 was
astonished to rewd that that popular au
thor the laie ¥ Hopkiuaon smith's roval
ties myverages] on's 17 a year!

! fortunate he we having twao
triadess to Ta Dack upor

Few writers huve the comenercial in

stinet Thoee wihio Rave ars ta bhe found
in the ranks of the wuthors of the '‘hest
selleps Elither they or thair publishers
understand the urt of so'f adveriispment

and booining  Put ahut of the others”

I am told thut hoth Engiand and France
pension their 'tergry artista Thn foxes
have holey, the hirds af the atr their nests,
the actars have homes, byt the pooar Amer.
fcan author has nothing

Oxe or Tne Least or Tupse

New Tork, February 18

In Dry Kansas,
Frone the Holden Enterprige

Mi. sheets crossed the creek Saturday
night to see his best girl, but wes unahle
to g0 back bec e 0f the creek bLeing se
high and was stil] rieing

In the fentury Magamne for March Gov.

ernor Whitman discusses (he prison  prob.
lem. J. R. smith and H. Smith write on

phases of the war. T ¥ Millard again warns
arvinst Japan. J N Laurvik describes Hun
garian snd Norwegian art, Inis Weed tells
about puppet plays and H A Gibbons about
the Luzxemburg gardens. W O Higgins arini-
cings  cHliciEn, Fiction is represented by
seven short stories and the coutinuation of
Mr  Whitman's serial. and there are eight
porms

was

You ses she wmax quite conscientious

noot. |

other evening and with his

LAYING THE TAX.

Once More the Assewsment of Land
Values Only Ts Urged.

To THE EprTor oF THE SUN—8ir: You
print an editorinl articls entitled “let
Those Benefited Pay" in which you pro-
posa that the costs of constructing and
maintaining the State highways e as-
sessed against the proparty benefited hy
the improvement, as the costs of local
improvements are now assessed in New
York clty,

sconomic principle, and the thanks of
the community are due you for calling
attention to it. In order, however, that
your readers may alearly comprehend
the very Important principle involved
it should be pointed out that the word
“property”, as used by you Is not used
in the sense In which It is ordinarily
applied to the basin of taxation.

“Property” usually includes land, im-

rovements on land and all other be-
longings ; but the costs of local Improve-
ments in New York city are assessed
against only one of these various
ciasses of property, namely land. This
one class In singled out in recognition of
the economie truth that public Improve-
ments affect and are measured by land
values only, As the recognition of this
important fact has become more gen-
eral there has been a corresponding
lengthening of the liet of taxes as-
sensed aguinst land only, though our
lawmakers, not yet fully understanding
the subje:t with which they are deal-
ing. too often order the assessment
made on the basis of foot frontage, in-
stead of value, thereby often Insuring
actual Injustice in the application of a
Just principle.

Tus Bux, having so commendably
called attention to the principle in-
volved, would now render a double ser-
vice by pointing out to its readers and
to the suthors of our tax laws that the
same principle underlies all taxation:
that just as It is equitable to tax land
values for the costs of local improve-
ments because land valuex are the only
ones enhanced by such improvements,
80 It must inevitably be true that taxes
for all goverument expenses should he
aswessed against land values only be-
CAuUSe every pervice rendersd hy govern-
ment oparates precisely so,

The principle indorsed by THE Sy
is obviously universal and is direectly
upposed to aimost every one of our pres-
ent taxes—taxes on bulldings, inheri-
tanece taxes, income taxes,
all of which reflect an effort to apply
the communistic ldea of taxing accord.
Ing to abliity te pay.
tion cannot be gecured until it j= clearly
seen that this
that it niust be supplanted by the prin-
ciple of hensfite conferred, as urged hy
THE 8N, Grorce L., FlUser,

NvTLey, N. J, February 1%

|

Mr. Root's Speech In Earope.

ToTuE Borror oF Tk SeN—S8ir: Elina

iI(-»d does not need my compliments
P AL 1 want to say to=lay Is thisn: If
, any foreign born Amerlcan citizen or

guest of this country after reading that
solemn ard eloguent  restatement by
America’s greatest jurideal and politieal
]xr:.mn of the principles of the “Droita
fde "Homme"

of Ddependence did not feel the in-
stinetive impulse to send to Sir Elihn
a hearty wircless message of gratituie
and congratulation that man demerves
Indeed, to use Champ Clark's expres-
slon, to be taken by the nape of his
| neck ard to be asroplaned into the
| Nearest Kuropean trench, not, howaver,
L of his own country, but of the party
of the second part.

i And 1 add: If any native Ameriean
on reaching tha last paragraph of the
| great matesman's burning appeal to the
| deep and noble sentiments of enlightenad
{ patriotimm, love of justice, comparison
with the vietime of wrong and oppres.
slon, has not #'lently devoted his howdy
and soul to the gervice of his father-
lTand w*thout the smightes: mental resee-
vation, then he {® American in name only
and I have infinitely more respect for
the half savage colonial tribes fighting
on and in Kurope's mall for the final
vietory of eivilization than for him, the
| nominil heir to the patrimony of Wash.
ington and Linecoln, of lee and Grant.

i Ome millon coples of Root's speech,
180 1 understand, will be distributed as
campaign  documents  throughout our
| country No oljection But why not
I %0 & step further and have this flaning
! revindication Internat a

I transiated into taentr of the world's
| prineipal languages—forsooth, let us not
forget Turkish and Bugartian—'n order

i

of

"to epread another mills among the
| Who's W of all the belligerents and
Pehe principal neutral nuations as well”

Paonr as he

Andrew Curnegle would,
1 am hesitate to defray the
| exXpense t campalen behalf of
the reestablishment of the law of na-
|!|v and near to his Keote!

| T
| notwithstanding

“iy

his in

R, s dea

of

all

tiie
official,

Cantral

Powers,

seml atid

{quarter official denlals, are in a state

| of

acute nervousticss, closely near to a
i final breakdown and consequently eage
'tn listenn to of saving
| truth
g the guilt on those primarily
sponsible for the sireams of blood shied

ANy essane

re.

| American statesmanship

! Even William Jennings Bryan, [ sup-
while perusing on the sunny coast
(of Florida  the mufestic sentences of
fwho knows after all, the next President
fof the nited Stgtes, will bave seratched

| prose,

| his bald pate, immersed in melancholic
thought of the wolden crose o which
an il zulded Democrucy hax been nuli-

{ine the Amerlcan peaple since Al
P1814, the insugural day of the
CWeltuntergang. Fortunately,
| not only religious but also
tradition the crucitixion
resurrestion
UNMYPHENATED
NEW

st 1,

in in

s followed

cal
[ by
MEsn o
Youk, Pebryary 18

U'sNeLe san

Representative Jdohn 1. Carew Protects the
Farmers of West Seventy-third Street.

To Tar

Emrton oF Tneg sStx-—ae ! have
livel for 5ears at Broadwnay and Sevent
third =sireet quietly Yestard iy I e
elved  from iy Oougressman 4 arpe
package of garden seeds, beetn, radlshes
orn, & Now. thanks 1o a paternal ioy
arninent, %) my fears are swept WA
about preparedness and Presldential can-

didacies and 1 am gratefu!

Wan't you please tell me the nan
my Congressan® 1 wmant to theik him
for retuembering me 4n my time of tron
Le: altso to find out nhat te do with the
L A B L

Nrw Yonm, I"ebryary 18

An Embarrassment of Opportunities.
Argus told of his d'Meoyity
"1 can't decide whih one ta
l"u-\n'u'lr In' he compiained,

Rear a

A Prediction.
Kniwker-—~Whoe will be the Pres.gen .a
candidates?
Bocker—"Verm' and 1,
Seribner's for Manh s 'a bright aumner
with contents ranging awll the way from

of thie frigate bird of Louisiana te Daus Car
roll'a equally sympathene discussion of LA
nese porcelains. The eolor reproductions of
the Russian painter Léon Gasflard's war
sketehes are interesting 5o are Ernest 'ein
otte's illustrated wandenngs along the Mex
wan horder. Mr Sothern's recallections of
the fine old stack company 4t the BRoston
Museum mane 4 notable paper

Your proposal {8 founded on a sound |

& —nearly |

Equitable taxa-!

fdea Is pernicicus and!

and our own [le.‘lara",unl

Justice |

Fileh would help them In fasten-,

however, |

politjs !

Theodore Roosevelt's sympathetie description i

NEW YORK STREETS
NEVER S0 SLgh

Sidewalks as Well a0
ways Are Buried Benegy,
Coating of M,

SNOW PILES STILL s1Ay

It in an open questi; o o
not the stresis of New Yoo, 0 .,
been  dirtier than
ent. ®ome old timers
recall worse conditions
the days when the cit,
street cleaning department ey,
sist that no precedent cun
for the extent of the 1y
in which the public has oo w g
ing for three days

Anyway, It Is agreed tha e

they ure st pre
S LNT
A: £X's ne
hiad rews

Pom.!

Lres
are dirty. Commingloner  1edore
makes no Attempt to minioze e (e

&K to certailn thoroughfares e 1
offers facts of his own b
gation.

In downtown Manhattan the sl en o
Thureday had mostly meliod
leaving a residue of ud wi my
water. In the afternnoon, wi.. , ;
porter for THE SUN went eoplorryg
goloshens, many crosswalks at sin
ners were no better than iy of
streot.  Lower Broadwa Wias (P
clean. That 18, mud had beor rweg
into plles which stond near !
ready to bhe carted away 1 oon oy
:pn\'pmrn( remalned a filin o it

way of mi

vestepdy
3/

Slash Five Inchea Deep.
; Nassau Siresg wis
{same Llm.  The side strects we
| Waorse standing at Ann and Noa
| streets, one looking «ow Ans
saw slush five Inchee deen ‘v f s
die of the street, extend. e ot 'vot '
slocks, In John street was '
| #oft mud beside the Chatharm ana !
nix Nutional Bank arnd in the
of the street just west of Niucoo vass
mire. Vesey street Just oot of 1o

conted  wit '

way rejolced In two or thne

mud from curb to curly.  Comn

+ Fetherston po!nted out that tie o
wiy contractors are obliguted o
this street clean and that tiiy woe

et hils department touch

Furthar uptown thers have heer mye

complainte from Fourtesyth a Twee
Vty-third streets and Forty.. ope
and Seventh avenue. At tnost ooy
lon these traflle routes veots M
‘noon one had to wiade e

ivery strest car spruyed Lrow .

from under (ts wheels unid
to stand within flve o '
automobile,

IFifth avenue was
far from Immaculats L1 ' .
decidedly mess;
pilee of plugh and ice yoma @ e
that even In mid Manbhatts
cleaners had not yet carted off +
nants of jast !
whers it was a dismal Jdayv ¢

Lty A -

Bunda

of light spates and cloth ¢ i .
Yes, Neow York s dirtv, o "

what Commissloner | ratut .

aboyt it |

“Pirst, let the peopie renen ey wha
|k11-|! of A Torm this last ve o
| startad with cloet wr 1 s "
| Saturday On Saturday pight
froge to the pavement M
| mleet changed back to snon a
| was alternate Lall, snow and et
| night For a foundation there » L4
inches of ice. Un Sunduy sis !
snow fell, and the weatier
|about § . M.
\
I Plonghs Work All Niaht
“Our automobils plougts = O
*l‘n‘.ul‘-lh_\‘ night. On  Sunilas
| we had 10,000 lahorere ard sm
| and 2,000 department cart
afternoon we oridered the
| ®et out thelr carts amd roe 4
not work on sSunday. =« )
drivers refuse to waorl A ¥
! Monday mor T
could get It ‘ !
| shift there were 6571 0
| to the department = f " v
| shift 8438 ; in the ¢
egch shift there =loyid
We « in't get that
| "On Tuesday o fre-i »
could work only 2,460 ay
| Wednesday we L ,
Thursday 4,250, and °
aboyr 4,500 [ iy st
ol
e the stormy of ‘
officer of the deopit
eglitern rs a AN
e 1y ntinu
houre saoly Wit o
of apparatus has heor ' ;
“Have the stree he i
reporter asked
“They have,"” Mr. Fether !
“Then why da thr
hiad not heen
“There i not n e
use water wien the tent
freczing.” he sail )
when v .
every W
nine
last
rwhich had been GG ’
which ~eauld be red
and equipment
tay and will be hep 't
AL the post thaes ¢
can Aush 2870000 sguars
ment 4 dad in Mu
ment wrea moe i
vards,
tan't Filnah {(ervinin Siroo08
UNeither is il i Ll
are nuot allowed £
streets whiere =uhwi
nor the  adfacent
where the low = 4Wa
ercavation | larg
Lthe present cotpflt o T may
Browldwauy aml othe
| "Another fact w
tist fully comprelie
rallway IR L
| the snow from many «* =
IPRVAT S
| “Most of the complant :
from ‘Twenty-third o
! street. | 1
; Railways Compuany ¢
in hoth these =tres! is W
of Forty -secar strpat |}
|',‘h'l- BV il
COrar tors ! o
have Kimped the ]
inche if ' w!
miakes e i tle
:'lir'n]l:-‘ blaming m {ey
condition of these =t=
|\'u|'b- Ratimays Campar
iwu:'--‘ than thase of
il"‘l":p-‘!"\
i “Here's another 1 &
On Monday worning
hised heer sprinkled ol
|~.|l|-| 1t hind to e
lnf the horses, but anhe
and thie ashes and i
!unl.-r‘ became niud
| which ins Fjnoon hinat 1
| horses begAn o 1og
| 11 wny one asks e w
are afirtier tha Ustla 1
that the principal rea
'h" ox T rdirars Nt
. f hatl and snow that froz
!Hll'lil‘ secatd 1 W
marde Necessary the soalt! s
and saud 1o v
|H~ Bt reet it :
| =ideving s foree and egpment \

ln:g W Kol ob




